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** Iwill fing unto the Lor, for he hath Bier glorioufly.’” 
OSES. 
«« The Lorn hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
“© His right pee and his ri arm, hath gotten him the victory.” 
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PRAISE nim for his mighty Acts: praife rm ac- 
cording to his excellent Greatness. 


N the late years of our diftrefs and treading down we had. great 
_and frequent occafions of affembling before the Lorp with 
faiting and fackeloths, and of pouring ont our fouls before him. 
When we were unikilied in arms, unprovided for war, unknown a- 
mong foreign nations, and when we had made no alliances with 
the powers of this world, Britain poured upon us all the thunder of 
her arms, the ftrength of battle and war. - A formidable fleet dif- 
treffed us by fea, ravaging our coafts for more than a _ thoufand 
miles in length. An army of near fifty thoufand veterans §, Byi-) 
tife and foreign mercenaries, in one quarter and another, with nu- 
merous zegroes and /avages were either laying wafte our frontiers, 
or the interior parts of the country. With mercilefs fury our 
towns and cities were laid in afhes, our hardy and. faithful citizens 
either flain in battle or murdered in cruel captivity. We trembled 
for our fubftance, for our wives and children, for our liberties and 
lives. Every thing which could be dear to us, either as men, or 
chriftians, was at ftake. We knew not when men thus rofe up againft 
us, but that they would have fwallowed us up quick; but that our 
country and our all would have been loft : or at beft, but that we 
and our children fhould have been hewers of wood and, drawers of 
water to them who hated us. : 
Inpezp, “ had it not been the Lorp who was on our fide, the 
*« waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone over our foul. 
<< Bleffed be the Lorp, who hath not given us a prey to their 
“«« teeth. Our foul is efcaped as a bird out of the fhare of the fowl- 
; Sf C%8 


§ Lhe number of regular troops which arrived in Canada, in 1776 
and ¥777, was computed at 13,000. The army under gen. Howe, at 
New-York was eftisaated, when all the parts of it were colle&ed, at 
353,000, 48,000 iz the whole. There were not le/s than iewo or three 
thoufand more in Halifax, Canada, St. Auguftine and other Britifp 
pofts on, or near our frontiers, who, with their favage allies, were 
adting againft us. In1777 not lefs than 33000 Canadians and Tories, 
with @ multitude of Indians joined them in. the north, anda large 
wumber of Tories 4 joined general Howe at New-York. 
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**ers: the fnare is brokenand-we:are-efcaped.-Oar help is ia 
“« the name of the Lorp, who made heaven and eartht.”? -* He 
“* hath turned” our ‘ mourning for ” us *¢ into dancing : He hath 
“* put off” our «* fackcloth and girded” us <* with gladnefs ; To 
** the end that” gar ‘* glory may fing praife to him and not be fi- 
“* Jent,”’ that we may ** give thanks unto” hint “ for ever'|.”* 
| Upon this folema day he ig, in his providence, and by the voice 
of our rulefs, inviting the millions of ike “American Republic into 
his prefence with thank{giving, to celebrate with lively joy and o- 
verflowing gratitude his marvellous power, wifdom and goodnef 
difplayed not only in the bounties of his providence in general, and 
in the current year im particular, bat efpecially inthis great and 
lorious event 5 ‘That he hath ftilled the tempeft of war, caufed our 
Soverzren ry andInpEPENDENCE to be acknowledged amon 
the nations and given us the bleflings of Peace. Imprefled wit 
an exalted fenfe of his goodne(s, from whom thefe bleflings are de-' 
rived, it becomes them with one heart and voice “*to fing forth the’ 
© honour of his name and to make his praife glorious.¢” . 
- But for what, and:how fhali we ‘praife’ 11M upon-fo great an oc- 
cafion ? Our text furnifheth a femmary  anfwer. - He is to be praif-' 
ed for his excellent and infinite Mayzsry. *When it iscommand- 
ed, Praife nvm according to his'excellent Grewrness, it i re-' 
quired that we fhould praife Goo for what he is in himfelfy for 
the eflential, infinite, immutable, and eternal glories of his nature.’ 
Thefe primarily, and chiefly, demand the love and: praife of his’ 
creatures. It is alfo-required that the greatne!sand ardour of ont’ 
love, praife and thank(giving, fhiould, as far as poffible, be propor 
tionate.to the excellency and glory of the Gopwenp.: iss 
* He is alfo to be praifed for his wonderful works‘; For his- works 
of wifdom, power and guodness, coinprifed in the téxt-under the'ge- 


neral name of his mighty aéts. Praife «a vx for his mighty Acts. - 


Jn this view of the words it will be natural, 


“I. To fay fomething of the excellent greatnefs.. and: ighty Abts, 
of Gon, for which he is to be praifed. Amo thefe te aS xe-. 
late to the AMERICAN REVOLUTION dertandtpecial notice, . .. 


"Hi. ‘To thow, very concifely, what is implied in geting Go, 


I. Tam to fay fomething of the excellent greatnefs and mighty’ 


ye 
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fiis infinite wifdom, holinefS, juitice, goodnefs, and trath. Gonis 
infinité’in ‘his being; without meafure or limits. Behold, heaven, 
‘and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 41M ;* He fills heaven 
‘and earth with his glory. He is prefent operating in every place; 
in all worlds, in all creatwres, in time arid through eternity. His 
infinitenefs belongs to each of his perfe€tions, ds well as to his be- 
ing. His underftanding is infinite. * Great is our Lox n, and of 
<: great power, his underitanding is infinite’. There is none 
holy as the Lox pt. He only is holy§.° There is none good but 
‘one, that is Gon]. He only is effenticlly, independently, infi- 
nitely, immutably and page! reat, powerful, wife, holy, juft 
and blefled. He <* is the bl a andonly potentate, the Kine of 
“«¢ kings and Lorp of lords’q. He inhabiteth eternity, is the 
‘poffefor of heaven and earth. «* Thine, O Lorn, is the greatnefs,, 
<< and the power, and the glory, and the vi&tory and the majefty : 
-€© for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine ; thine is 
“© the kingdom, O Lorn, arid thou art exalted as head aboveall”’.|] 
In this view, he is the infinite comprebenfion of all greatnefs, the 
PERFECTION Of BEAUTY. A the greatnefs, wifdom and good- 
nefs of the créatarés,in heaven and earth, when compared witlvhis, 
is nothing and lefs than nothing ‘and vanity. ~All this collectively 
is but finite’: andiwhat comparifom-can theré be between finite and 
infinite ? Colle& the greatnefs, beauty and goodnefs of the angels, 
of the whole hierarcliy of heaven, of the millions of the redeemed, 
all created or acquired greatnefs.and glory in the univerfe, in time 
and through eternity, it would all belek than a fpark to the fun, 
than a drop to the ocean, when compared with the effentidl infinite 
‘glories of Him “‘whofe name alone is Jevovan the Moft High 
“over all the earth’*§§._ With what propriety is it written, his an- 
gels he chargeth with folly : yea, the heavens are not clean in his 
“fightt+. «© Canft thou by fearching find out Gono? Canft thou 
*€ find ont the ArmicHty unto perfe@tion”’ ti. “Here is every 
“thing to challenge and invite our love, to awake our praifé, tomake 
‘us completely and for ever bleffed. 
‘THe greatnefs and glory of the Divine Majefty difcover them- 
“felves in his works and in his word. By thefe only does Gop 
“make himfelf known to men. His works of creation and provi- 
“dence make ‘an admirable difplay of that greatnefs for which he is 
to be praifed. 'Thefe now deierve-our {pecial attention. — Praife 
nim for his mighty aéts. By thefe the pfalmift, probably, intend- 
‘ed his works-wniverfally.. The work of creation, and his works of 
. providence, in his government of the natural and moral world. © 
. Tue work of création is to be reckoned among the mighty =. 
~ re) 
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ofthe Lorp. His fpreading abroad the heavens as a curtain, lay- 
ing the foundations of the earth and hanging it upon nothing, 
lighting up the fun, filling the moon with her borrowed and golden 
luftre, marfhalling the ftars, and adorning the azure canopy with 
{o many twinkling gems, pouring out the waters of the fea, giving 
life and breath to every creature which. moveth upon the earth, 
-flieth in the open heavens, or paffeth through the paths of the deep ; 
his giving exiitence to every thing whichis in heaven and in earth, 
vifible or invifible. In this the aftonifhing greatnefs, power and 
wildom of Gop fhine forth with a moft con{picuous commanding 
Jufire and evidence. Efpecially in that it was done with the great- 
eft facility, only by a word, without any pre-exiftent materials. 
«« By the word of the Lorp were the heavens made ; and all the 
«* hofts of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the 
“«* ‘waters of the fea together as an heap: He layeth up the depths 
«in flore houfes. He fpake and it was done ; he commanded and 
“it flood fait +.’ ‘This mighty and glorious work of Gop de- 
mands perpetual and univerfal praifé. ‘The morning ftars,”” ftruck 
with the inagnificence and glory of it ‘‘ fang together, and all the 
'«© fons of Gop fhouted for joy.”* Well may we, in view of it, a- 
‘dopt the language of the poet and fing, — 


«* Thefe are thy glorious works, Parant of good, 

_«© Almighty, thine this wniverfal frame, ja TRS 
. *<-Thus wondrous fair : thyself how wondrous then !”” t 
Hrs works of providence no lefs proclaim his greatnefs and de- 
‘mand our praife. His upholding all things by the word of his 
power ; continuing the heavens and the earth ; caufing the celef- 
‘tial bodies, thofe immenfe orbs which he hath fixed to keep their 
refpective places, and thofe which move, regularly to perform their 
feveral revolutions, according to his commandment : giving food 
to all feth, fupporting and governing the endlefs variety ot crea- 
tures in earth and heaven, agreeably to their various natures, and 
‘directing them” all, with unerring forefight to. their feveral ends. 
Omnipotent and glorious is the arm upon which refts univerfal na. 
ture! Large and bountiful is the hand which openeth itfelf and fup- 
plieth the wants of every living thing ! Rich and good, beyond 
‘all parallelis the Faruer, from whom is derived every good and 

every perfect gift ! 

Tue marvellous revolutions he hath made in the world, in plant- 


- 


ing and plucking up, in increafing and diminifhing the nations, 4 


as it hath pleafed him, are among his mighty aéts. 


a 
PARTICULARLY, the erection, prefervation and government’o ot 


the church. The redemption of itby Jesus Curist is among the 


greateft and moft glcrious of the divine works. ll finding outa — 
» * way 
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way in which he can be juft and yet juftify the ungodly, his givin 
his owa equal, eternal Son, out of his bofom to fave a fallen world ; 
the union of the divine and human nature, the Form of Gop and 
the Seep of Abraham, two diftin& natures, in the one glorious 
perfon of ourLorp Jesus Curist ; his death in our nature and 
law-place, his refurrection and exaltation to’ be head over all things’ * ' 
, to the Church, are the wonderful works of Gop. : s 4 
Tue prefervation, progrefs and government of it before, and 
after the giving of the Law, under the Jewifh and Chriftian dif- 
penfation are wonderful. ; sages 
Mrcury and glorious was the arm which delivered Noah and 
his family from the deluge, Lot out of Sodom, and Ifrael out of B- 
-gypt :—which conducted them thro’ the fea, as upon dry land ; 
which gave them bread from heaven, and water out of the rock ; 
fupported them forty years in the wildernefs, and planted them in 
: Canaan. Marvellous were the things wrought for them in their 
own land, in their captivities, in garnering them from among the 
nations, and refettling them in the land of Ifrael, after their vari- 
ous difperfions ; in giving them the divine oracles, the A a To- 
phecies and promifes of the Messtan. ‘Thefe are much celebra- 
‘ted in the facred books, efpecially in the pfalms. It is the bufi- 
nefs of the 107, 135, 1365 and of the fix laft pfalms, which are 
fongs of praife, to celebrate thefe’ mighty works of Gop, and 
every creature and thing are. commanded to praife n1m for them. 
Theie, no doubt, are principally intended by his mighty aés in 
our text. 
‘Tre things wrought for the chriftian church are not lefs glori- 
ous. Efpecially, in the aftonifhing gifts and furniture beltowed 
_on the apofties and primitive rainitiers of the gofpel ; in the con- 
verfion of the nations to Jesus,. by their preaching, though the 
lufts, prejudices and powers of the world were againft them ; in 
the prefervations granted to the, church in thofe terrible perfecuti- 
ons railed againft her, from age to age ; in continuing to her the 
_facred Oracles, caufing her to emerge out of that horrible night of 
papal darknefs which well nigh overfpread the earth in the dark 
ages, in defending the proteftant church, dire&ting and governing 
all things in the natural and moral world for his glory and the 
good ofhis chofen, and in bringing many fons unto glory by Jz- 
sus Curist, the captain of our falvation. 
Heaven will, with pleafing wonder, for ever view and cele- | 
_ «brate, in the Song of Moses and of the Lama, thefe works of 
oe rae and grace. Indeed Gop has commanded his church to glo- 
tify him for all the falvations which,he is pleafed to grant unto her. 


iil deliver thee, and thou fhalt glorify me ” #, 
a 53 Wits 
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our great advantage: That the enemy fuffered fuch unco: 
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» ‘Waite therefite we contemplate and rejoice in the works of 
-creation and providence’in general, let us now turn otir attention 
“more partitularly to the Micut¥ Acts of Gop towards this A- 
emerican Urael ; that we may: acknowledge his greatnefs in theni, 
»end praife-nim-for them. ‘ To plant the nations, to appoint the 
‘boundsof their habitations, and the tinies before ordained, in which 
_they are to exift-and fifé into national importance, with the vari- 
- Ous fleps' leading to thefe events, are the iInighty works of Gop. 
*€© And ot what inftant I thall fpeak.concerning a nation, and coti- 
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“« cerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it’. And make d 


“© of one biddd ell nations of men, fo¥ to dwell on all the’ face of — 
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flaughter-in tome of the firft -battles*, which damped theix {pitits,. 
and kept them in a meafure inactive the ref of the year, and, gave 


time for the country to make more effectual provifion for ker own 
defence :- That a fpirit of union and refiftance flew inftantly, like. 
a ftream of eleétric fire, through the continent :—That the wniow 
increafed and grew up into an happy eftablifhment, in {pite of all 
the art and oppofition either of our open or fecret enemies :—That: 
General Wasuincron, that prodigy, of a man, was appointed to, 
command the confederate armies ; and that we were furnished with: 
arms, ammunition and implements of war, even from our enemies,, 
when we were in the greateft need of them, and the. mo impor- 
tant enterprifes mutt have failed had it not been for. thofe provi-: 
dential fupplies+. A wa’ Hrevicanse was no lefs confpicuous, 
in fecreting, in a very remarkable manner, from our enemies, at> 
particular times, our want of ammunition. and our great weaknefs,, 
which had they been known, we ‘might at once have, been. whdlly- 
rained ; in that fpirit of magnanimity and fuffering patience-which: 
fuftained »;s in the dark years of feventeen hundred feventy fix, and: 
feventy feven. _We were now prefied with an army of towards xty: 
thoufand men, aided’by more than twenty thoufand feamen in eighty. 
men of war, with a Rill greater number of privateers, -gallies and- 


In the fff which began at Lexiggton, April XQ, 1775, the Britifp 
lofs, in killed, wounded and prifoners, was 273, of which 65. avere 
killed. Tnthe battle at Bunkers Hill, Fune i 7» there were hilled and 
wounded 1054 of the enemy, 226 were killed 5 of thefe 19 were com~. 
miffioned officers, including a lieutexant-colonel,. 2 majors, and 7, 
Captains : 70 other Spices were wounded. pur a Britifh bifforiany. 
‘< The battle of Quebec in the late war, with all its glory, and the 
<< wafinefs of the confeguences of which it was produdtive, was not, 
“* Je deftrudlive to our officers, as this affair We, a retrenchment cafe 
“© up in Sipe _Hiftory of American War, printed in London. 
t Ai Chamblee were taken, O@ober 18th,.1775, 124. barrels of. 
powder, 6 tons, with a great quantity of military flores, which enc~ 
bled General Montgomery to 5 the reduion of St.. Fohn’s ands 
Montreal. At Ticonderoga, St. Fobn’s and Chamblee, theve were, 
taken about 200 pieces of ordnance. Therenas afterwards taken a 
Srtat quantity of arms and ammunition, swith all manner of tools, 
utenfils and machines nécefary for ag 6 in the famous. ordnance 
card a large mortar. upon a. 

new confirudion, and a number of fine brafs cannon. This capture 
was of the -greate? Jervice to the army before Bofton, enabling ge~ 
neral Wafbington.to. carry his offenfive operations againft the royal. 
arm) into immediate effe2. iy HbR nf battery on the night. 
of the 2d of March, on the 4tirhe took phahen of Dorchefer-Neck, 
on the 17th the enetty evacuated the town, aud be entered it ia, 


is 
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gin-boats, which were not lefs mifchievous and diftreffing than 
their capital fhipst. ‘This tremendous military force, fufficient to 
have alarmed and {pread terror through any kingdom upon earth, 
was commanded by the moft accomplifhed generals and admirals 
sreat-Britain could furnish from all Europe. If we may. credit their 
own hiftorians, this army was farnifhed with the fineft and moft 
numerous train of artillery,’with which any one, of that ‘number, 
ever.was fupplied in the known world ; and this was ferved by the 
aia experienced and approved engineers which Europe could pro- 
luce. ee ‘ 
Wuar but the mighty operations of providence infpired us with 
magnanimity and felplution to declare ourfelves INDEPENDENT, 
and by one capital ftroke to found the AmER1 CAN REPUBLIC, at 
the very time when the enemy with thefe mighty armaments {pread 
our coafts, poured in their troops upon us, and fhook the continent 
with their.thunder ? When the enemy were in full force, and at the 
higheft tide of viétory, our army was next to nothing. ~ In face of 
this mighty force, it was to be raifed, armed and difciplirted.° We 
feared, and our enemies were pofitive, that it never could be done. 
How did the excellent greatnefs and goodnefs of Gop appear in fup- 
porting us in this dreadful crifis 2? What elfe could have influenced 
the furprizing movements, and given the memorable viGtories of 
-Trewton and Princeton*, which {natched us from the = 
eesti : ; hee ‘ -0 
£ W wen general Howe left Bofton with bis army, the fleet in which 
they failed confifted of 150 fail; at New-York, after lord Hoave ar- 
rived, it amounted to 300. The Britifb hiftorian fpeaking of it the 
next year, calls the number infinite. —-Hift. of American war. - 
vs The lect which tranfportéd’ the’ royal army to Quebec, could “not 
confif? of lefs than. 100 fail more : fo that not lefs than 400 fail of 
Soipping, befides a very great humber of privateers and armed boats 
were employed in the war againft the States. Such a naval force 
was probably, never fent againf? any other people. ~ “sais 
* The vidory at Trenton was obtained’ Décember 26th, 1776. 
Colonel Rall avho commanded. ihe Eivfians* was mortally wernded : 
about 40 more of the enemy were killed, or wounded, and 918 made 
Brifoners. The vidory at Princeton was on the 3d of Fanuary 1 797. 
The lofi of the Britifo in killed, wounded and taken, was about 300. 
Lbe Bennington vistory was on the 16th of Auguft 1777. Colonel 
Baum, who commanded the enemy, was mortally wounded and taken. 
Prifoner. The enemy loft in killed, wounded and prifeners about 600. 
Four brafs field pieces were alfo taken. © Auguft 22d, the fiege of fort 
 Stanwix (now fort Schuyler) eas raifed, and the encmy fled with pre- 
cipitation. September 19, the firft battle was fought between General . 
Gates and Burgoyne. On the 7th of O&ober Gen: Gates obtained a’ 


complete viftory over the royal army, and on the 17th the Convention of 
: Saratoga’ 


Se i 


of detruation ; Thad almoft faid, raifed us from the dead, givitig 
‘life and joy to all America ? The victory of Bennington, the defeat. 
‘of the enemy at fort Stanwix, the capture of Burgoyne-ard the' Bri- 
tifh army, at Saratoga, and the giving us 4 powerful and generous 
ally in ore of the capital powers of Europe ; the. dete@ion of Ar- 
‘nold’s horrid confpiracy, the’ fpleridid victories, the: judicious arid 
almoft incredible marches and efforts of General Greene, by 
‘which the Carolinas were recovered to the States, and thé glorious 
‘victory over the Earl Cornwallis, in Virginia, are among the migh- 
ty aéts of Him; who is excellent in gréatnefs and wonderful in 
‘working. ' vod v 

Tue combining of fo many circumftances arid great events, as 
‘united their influence in the éver memorable vidtory of York, dif- 
played the gredtnefs, wifdom and almighty power.of the fupreme 
Rater. To nothing but the divine wifdom can we afcribe the joint 
counfels of a Wasurneton and RocHamBeau, in that fingular 
‘effort of generalfhip, which deceived and aftonifhed the Britith ge- 


“nerals, and at once tranfplanted the’ confederate armies from the 
‘banks of the Hudfon ‘to York. - None but we, who fits king upon 


\ the floods, and holdeth the winds in’ his fifts, could have {6 ordered 


‘the arrival and movements of the French fleet, as to defeat the Bri- 
-tith, and co-operate with the combined armies in the reduction of 
‘our enemies. Who, but the Being that holds a fovereign influence 
‘over the hearts of men, could infpire armies and generals of differ- 
‘ent nations with fach union and magnanimity,.as. though all had 
~beén animated with one foul, to effe& the glorious work before them’ r 
“This quieted the fouthern States, afforded reft to thany thoufands of 
-our brethren, who before lay down and rofe up in fear and diftrefs; 
‘gave flrength and honour to Ameri¢a at home, friertds, favour and 
“glory in the kingdoms of Europe ; difpirited our enemies and gave 


_ ‘a finifhing ftroke to the war. 


To the fame watchful, all-goverhing providence maf it be aferi- 
~bed, that under all the gloomy afpeéts of the war, when allured by 
royal promifes, the charms of gold, lands, titles, and éven nobility, 

: ec ee there 
Surutoga xvas completed 5 vahen 5,752 of ibe enemy Laid ave» ther’ 
“arms. §28 vere taken in the hofpitals. It was contputed that the 
lofs of the Britifh, in dejertérs, killed, awounded and takeay from Fuly 
bth, to the time of foe Canvention, befides thofe already mrrioned, 
“amounted to 3,820. The avhole amounting ta 10,000. Aévxt 40 
“pieces of fine brafs orduance were taken at Besniigton and Saratoga. 
The capitulation, at York, was on thet 8th of Ofoher 178%. On 
the 19th, Cornwallis and his army, confifting of tore thax 7,000 
anton Jurrzidered thimfelves. Mare than dn 100 pieces of iron and brajs 
cannon, a44 eur ips tavo frigates, Go fguare riggnd” wefels, and 
“1500 feamen were taken, with a prodigious guanzity of warlike ftoret. 
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there have been in the capital charaéters ainong us, in Congrefs,ia 
-our_aflemblies, armies and embafladors, in foreign Courts, fuch un- 
corruptnefs,. fach firmnefs, fuch fidelity and evincible attachment 
to the juft rights and liberties of our country : That fuch’ union, 
.wifdom and perfeverance have attended our counfels and enterprifes 
_in general ; and that there have been fo few apoftacies, and fo rare 
inftances of treachery among us. Whence hath it been that gene- 
tals and officers of the greateft fame, have fought laurels in the 
. fields of America, fought by our fides, like a band of faithful bre- 
, thren, and mingled their blood with ours! Whence was it that our 
armies have been fuftained ? That our councellors, citizens, foldi, 
ers and brave feamen have fo generally chofer all fufferings and dan- 
_gers, the horrors of prifons and of death, rather than rewards, ho- 
-nours and life, in fighting againft their injured and dear country ? 
. Whence hath it-been that the complicated interefts of nations were 
{6 balanced, and that the potentates of the European kingdoms were 
fo direéted, as to produce fuch mighty motives and. decided efforts 
-in favour of America ? Whence hath it been, that we have obtained 
fo advantageous, fo honourable a Peacs ?, That France, Holland, 
Spain, and even haughty Britain’ hath acknowledged our Sove- 
RELGNTY andInpEPENDENCE? That France, Holland and Swe- 
‘den have entered into treaties of amity and commerce with us, and 
-that.the nations in general court our trade and friendfhip ? Surely 
itis the Lorb, who hath done thefe great things for-us, whereof we 
ware glad. ‘* He maketh wars to.ceafe unto the end of the earth; 
© he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the {pear in funder: he burn- 
~*¢ eth the chariot in the fire’’*. He maketh peace in his high pla- 
vest. He hath given us favour and made us high in greatne(s and 
_yenown among the nations. . Shall we not then rejoice in the Lorn, 
-and rehearfe, with the voice of 'Thank{giving, his righteous:atts to- 
wards the inhabitants of ouf villagés ? Can we. contemplate thefe 
wonderful things and not adopt the language of our text ? ‘* Praife 
«* wim for his mighty atts: praife “1m according to his.excel- 

*< Jent greatnefs.” E <¥2 . Lage) ey: : 
Trese are fome of the mighty exertions and effets of a wonder 
working providence, “by which the Aumicu ry hath-reteued: us 
from the depths of fear, danger and diitrefs, given us peace and a 
name among the nations. ‘his great AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
will be contemplated as a capital event in thy hiftory of man, in 
the revolutions of ages.. O my foul, O America, how doft thou re- 
joice in it ? How do the giadnefs and feftivity of this day, which 
with the voice of thankfgiving {pread through this great republic, 
proclainy ¢/ee moft welcome ?. Hail fweet, aufpicious, glorious Day 
of Peace ? Thou has dhut the fluices of human blood, ftilled the 
thunder and quenched the flames of war ;. given reft to the harraf- 
fed, weary millions of America, quietnefs to Europe, and joy to 31) 
ee ae world, 
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world: .O welcome, welcome, thrice welcomie Peace !* Thou haf’, 
unlocked the doleful prifons, and reftored our captivated fons to the: 
bofom. of their country, to the arms of parents and brethren, of 
faithful wives and children. Thou haft difcharged our brave and 
hardy countrymen from the fatigues and dangers of war, and return- 
ed them to the fweets of dometic enjoyment and of public tranquil- 
lity.. Thou haft reftored our éxiled brethren and citizens, from the 
four quarters of the land and of the earth, to their cities and dwell-. 
ings ; colle&ted our churches, fcattered by the fury of war, and uni-. 
ted them to day. in the praifes of their gloriots Deliverer. Thou haft 
confirmed to: us our Sovertraenty, Freepom and Inp&ren- 
pence, and one of the fineft countries upon which the: fin ever 
fhone. - Thou haft removed our enemies from our coats and bor= 
ders.; opened our ports to all nations, and laid a foundation for 
the communication of commerce, literature, liberty and religion to 
the ends.of the earth. How haft thou opened an afylum, a laft and 
moft happy retreat for all the op reffed: of the earth, whither they 
may flee from oppreflion’and tyranny, and tafte the bleflings of free- 
dom? O, my brethren, how do we: rejoice in thefe blefings of 
peace ! Do not our breafts expand with the moft pleafing fenfati- 
ons, and our eyes brighten with a lively joy, while our brave officers 
and foldiers, our captivated countrymen, and thofe who had fled 
from their habitations, are reftored to the bleflings of peace ? While 
feattered families and neighbours are collecting, and fathers and fons, 
brethren; fifters-and friends are, with tears of joy, clafping each o- 
ther inthe friendly embrace ? How do we rejoice not only with each 
other, but with our fifter States, with all America, in ‘the great 
‘things which Gop hath done for us ?—Rejoice that after a total 
blockade, and molt horrible fcene of flaughter, burning, devaftati- 
on and diftrefs, for more than fevenyears*, the State of No York 
.enjoy their capital, and have their ports opened ?—-That our fron- 
- tiers are delivered from the favage yell and murderous.depredations 
‘of thofe whofe tender mercies are.cruelty? nee 
On thefe great events fuffer me, with the moft heart-felt joy, to 
congratulate my, country and friends, in general,.and you, my ge- 
nerous auditors, in particular. I. rejoice and give thanks to Gop 
. that Dhave lived.to fee this aufpicious joyful day. 1 rejoice — 
tie? seat ’ ; ea mike ak angiy 
“* Admiral Shuldbam arrived with General Howe and the Britifb 
- aarniy at the Hook the latter end of Fune1776. ~Fuly 3d, the army 
was landed on Staten Ifland. Auguft 27th, the advanced partof our 
army, on Long-Ifland, was defeated, and on the 29th the whole army 
retreated from the Tland.- September 25th, the enemy took the city of 
New-York. November 25th, 1783, the city was evacuated by gen. 
Carleton, and thé Britifh troops, and general Wafbington and the 
’ citimens took poffeffion © fewen years and 1x20 months from the day-the 
“ fity was taken. 
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dingly, that you have been delivered in fo many dangers iand live 
with me, to blefs the name of the Lorn, and to bear apart in the 
joys and thank{givings which we now prefer to the Mofi High. O 
benign «peace ! How great, how, numerous are thy bleflings !_ How 
revifhing thy charms ! Great nurfe of {eience, commerce, wealth 
and public good, come, {pread thine olive branch,over us and hold. 
us in thine embrace for ever. Under thy nurturing wing let our 
cities be rebuilt, our depopulated traéts refettled, our ftately groves 
converted into potent fleets, our wildernefs turned into fields, gar- 
dens and pleafant habitations, our commerce satire to the four 
quarters of the globe, and our glory exceed that ofall the kingdoms 
of the eaft.. Here let-literature, liberty and religion reign, in their 
greateft perfection, ’till the {un and moon fhall be no.more. . 
“Tue peace we celebrate to day, with religious joy, is the more 
inportans Ag happy, in that it brings fo much good tous, and has 
fuch favourable afpects upon mankind in general. . It confirms to us 
all the United States, with every town and city within their limits, 
Not one is conquered and left in the power of the enemy to damp the 
‘fulnefs of our joys. It grants to us.avaft extent of country, fuffici- 
ent for the greateft empire in the worldt,-abounding with groves, 
rivers, lakes, mines, minerals and-every thing neceflary to make us 
great and formidable both by land and fea... It fecures to. us the moft 
extenfive right of fifhing, and the dominion of the feas, on the Ame- 
_ rican coaft., In.a word, it confirms to us, agreeably to our feveral 
-conftitutions, not only the greateft civil, but religious liberty, per- 
fecly fecuring the rights of confcience, beyond what is enjoyed, 
perhaps, in any part of the known world. “a pas 
Ed) vie PRR tet trations, Bw sey te Hin ENIIO s HIS 
+ Lt is Jomerhat difpcult, inthe present imperyect ftate vy our beft 
‘maps, very precifely to meafure this great trad of country; but after 
fome particular attention.to the fubje@,'and an’ examination of diffe- 
rent modern maps, it-will, I think, upon a liberal menfuration, contain 
834,600 /quare miles.» No kingdom in Europe, excepting that of the 
Cemprels of Rufia, is of equal extent. Great-Britain, France and 
~ Ireland altogether containg-but a little more than one quarier of the 
‘area ¢ the United States 5 their contents being 209,411 fguare miles. 
- The State of CouneBicut contains abcut 4560 /quare miles, which is 
* defs than an hundred and cightieth part of the United States. The 
\ number of inhabitants which it now contains, may be eftimated at a- 
bout 220,000, Were thesvhole of the United States therefore as po- 
. pulous as Connedicut, they weuld contaiz 39,600,000. inhabitants ; 
nearly double to the number of inhabitants in any ,of. the European 
kingdoms... The number of inbabitantsin the United States, at prefent 
is eftimated at 3,000,000 ; foould they therefore double their aumber 
once in 25 years, it would, in. 100 years amount to 48,000,000, and 
#2 125 years to the amazing number of 96 or an 100 millioas, rd 
. : : then 
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TS s-hasmot-only the happieft afpe& upon us, at prefent;but 
upon the countlefs millions of our pofterity yet unborn. It is friend’ 
ly to the kingdom of Jesus, has a tendency to promote the divine - 
glories, to increafe the’ prefent and future happinefs of the human 
race. It opens to us the moft extenfive {cope for trade and com-° 
merce, which, perhaps, ever opened to any es ‘and lays a 
foundation for our being one ofthe greateft and happieft nations in 


the world. bate 
Frienpvy is the afpe&twhich it hath on mankind in general, 
as it opens a retreat for the oppreffed of all nations, where they may 


enjoy civil and religious liberty inthe greateft perfe&tion. It will 
furnifh princes-with.an inftruétive leffon not to opprefs their fubje&s, 
and will exhibit fuch motives to them, as they have never before had; 
to govern them with juftice and moderation, and even to extend 
their liberties ; otherwife they will flee their tyranny and tranfplant 
their arts, wealth and power to thefe more friendly regions of liber> 
ty and peace. As the nations make themfelves acquainted with our’ 


-wifdom, liberty and happinefs they will more'and more afpire after 
_.and ar them into their own fyftems, and fo it well tend to diffufe 


knowledge, liberty, religion and happinefs — the earth; and- 
to prepare mankind for the univerfal rerGwN of the Son of Gop, 
in the glories of the latter day. eNe HREM DS Ax 
Atreapy hath the. American conteft done great good to man- 
Kind ; it hath reduced the overgrown power of Great-Britain, and 
made her lefs'able to opprefs the nations. . This may be a great’ 
good to her, as well as to Europe and the world in general, as-it 
may ferve to keep her in greater peace at home, and prevent her 
embroiling Sieckingdems When an empire becomes over-grown 
in power, it will not commonly fuffer itfelf or neighbouring nati- 
ons to be tong in peace. Highly important is it, that the powers 
be equally balanced. to preferve the peace, and pre- 

vent the deftruétion of the human rac¢e.. The emancipation of A- 
merica hath already given freedom to Ireland, even without the 

; oe ~ © fheddin 
than one tenth part of the whole number of inbabitants upon the habi- 


| table earth. Should there be any failure awith Fefpe@ to our increafe, 


the great acceffion of foreigners which ‘may reafonably be expeGed in 
thefe regions of liberty and peace, will probably more than Jupply aby 
deficiency of this kind. What an extenfive field in this view is opth- 
ing for human happine/s, and for the difplays of divine mércy in thefe 
ends of the earth! How great muft be the call for men of uncommon 
«wifdom and iutegrity to govern fo great a people ; for a learned, crtho~ 
dox and pious minifiry to proclaim the glad a of Salvation to the 
innumerable multitudes ? May our fchools and colleges have the honour 
and happinefs of forming great ‘numbers for thee glorious purpofes. 
May the-Lord of the harveft fo fred down his fpirit upon us as that 
she labourers may be as numerous, as the harvef is great. 
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fredcing of bined.” Iemay alfo. éontinue, and ‘even revive, theli- 
berties of England. Our conteft hath engaged the attention of 
nations; a fpirit of liberty feems to be enkindling, and the light 
of it dawning inthe kingdoms of Europe.» ‘The effects of ournoble 
configtanay ‘be till much:greater in our peace and eftablifhment. 
» Tse. views aggrandife our ideas,-and proclaim the immenfe 
gteatnefs and. glories of the divine Majesty, ferve to {well our 
joys and engage us to praife n1M, for his mighty aéts. i 
 Wutve we give nim Only the honours of this great revolution, 
twill not be improper to take an honourable notice of thofe whom 
jae hath ufed as the chief inftraments of itsaccomplifhment. . 
.. We return our thanks, and the thanks of our country, to the grand 
Senate of America, and to our refpective aflemblies and legifla- 
tures; for their, wife; faithful, perfevering counfels, fpirited and 
manly. exertions for the public weal. «Nor will we withhold our 
gratefal acknowledgments from thofe illuftrious.chara&ters, Fran k- 
. ‘Erw, Abams and Jay,.the able, firm, faithful negotiators of the 
beg honourable peace, for the fingular national fervices they 
have dove. us.. To thofe illuftrious generals, WasuinGron, 
iGretne, RocnamBeau; Gates, Lincoitn, La Fayetre, 
end.tothe other worthy Generals.and Officers, we prefent our grate- 
ful acknowledgments. We gratefully recognize the important fer- 
-yices, the heroifm, fidelity aud»perfeverance of our foldiers and fea- 
‘men. May the names of our heroes and benefactors be long dear 
-to their conntry, and .tranfmitted’ with honour to the lateft gene- 
-Tations. Ba ; ; 
Bur, © Wasuincron, what thanks do we, what thanks does 
«America owe to thy iluftrious name ! Born to blefs and fave thy 
-country. Great in the cabinet, ‘heroic and glorious in the field. 
-Not lefs skilled in human nature, than in the arts of war. ‘Thou 
_haft harmonized the armies of thirteen Srares, the armies of 
-Franwceand America. Through nine fucceflive campaigns haft 
-thou led the confederate armies,.enjoyed their hearts, fhared the 
“honours and confidence of thy country, and made thyfelf great on 
“oth fides the Atlantic, while the boafted generals of Britain have 
-" peen fucceffively vanquifhed and have funk into contempt. How 
fhall prefent and fature bards and hiftorians embalm thy name, and 
publish thy virtues, thy heroic deeds, thy growing fame, to the 
_'moft diftant times and nations ? Retire tuftrious beloved man, from 
- the toils, tumult and dangers of war, loaded with the honours and 
. thanks of thy country, amply to fhare the bleffings of liberty and 
_ peace, with all the pleafures of domeftic life. Many and happy.be 
. thy days on earth, fin and endlefs be thy joys in the world of glory. 
- ‘Lonc,O Greene, fhall the Carolinas publith thy fame, and 
_ celebrate hee, as their deliverer. .'To America thy name fhall,e- 
--yer be'dear, while the faithful page of hiftory fhall place sige among 
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her -heroés and-proclaim thine’ honours to- the world ’till the- 
and ftars fhall lofe their luftre. oii Pa be 
Tue magnanimity and royal goodnefs of that illuftrious Pramexy 
the Mowarcu of France, the feafonable and powerful aids’ he 
hath giver us, may never, never be forgotten. The hereifin of - 
the enterprifing Count D’Eftaing, who fought and bled in the caufe 
-of America, the faithful, vi€torious Conduct.ofthe Count de Graf, 
with the important fervices done us by the Gallic fleet, merit.our 
gratitude and applaufe, © aS re Pa ey Se Ne 


. Wuitce we thus honourably notice hie-living, “ we may: by. no 


-means forget the dead, whofe invincible attachment to ‘their-couné 
Ary, whofe zeal and: heroifm-in: her defence, equally merit her 
thanks, and to be celebrated with immortal honours. Eight gene- 
‘als; WARREN; Monrcomery, Mercer, Wooster, Har- 
-kKimeER, Nasu; Putawsx1, and baron deKatpe have been flain, 
-or mortally wounded-in battle*. General THomas died: of fick+ 
-nefs, De Coupry, a French general, was drowned in-the Schuyl- 
“kill through his eagernefs to join the Americans before the battle of 
‘Brandywine. A great number of other-brave officers andmen have 
-perithed. Upon a moderate computation not lefs than: fixty or 
ised Line PAS) § SVC A tare y ea ney 
—* General Warren was flain Fine 17th, 1775, av the’ battl 
‘ Bunker-Hill. — piininns ‘in dee ultee at Quebec, December aL, 
1775. Merces’ Fanuary 3d, 1777; at Princeton. Woofer Was mor- 
‘tally wounded, April 27,1777, at Ridg field, -diéd May 2d, at Dan- 
bury. _ Harkimer was killed on his way to the relief of fort Stanwit, 
*“Augift 6th, i777. ° Nab at the battle of Germantown, Ofober 4th, 
TTT. Pularshi, a Polife Knight, was mortally wounded in the at- 
‘tack on Savannah, OGeber 1779. Baron de Kalbe was killed at the 
‘battle near Camden, Auguf? 16th, 1780. EER TA: SA 
_ General Woofter was born at Stratford in Conneticut, March 2d, 
1710-11; was graduated at Yale-College.1738. In 1739 he: fen- 
wed asa Lieutenant in the war againff Spain, and was joon made 
Captain of a fleop employed by Conneticut as-a guarda-coaftas--In 
1745 be hada Captaincy in the expedition againft Louifbourg, and 


ee 


“qvas appointed to the fame rank on the Britifo eftablifoment. under 


Sir William Pepperel. In the French war 17555 be was promoted to 


. the rank of a Colonel, and made Commandant of a brigade. ‘In 


1775 be was appointed to the chief command of the troops in the 
Service of Cénnedtiut, and made a Brigadier-General in the Coxt?- 
“nentalfirvice. In 1776, he was appointed the firft Major-General 
‘of the militia in this State. He was a gentleman of real worth, of 
“approved abilities, true courage, and great experience in the arts of. 
‘avar. His perfonal appearance was good, grand and foldier-like, 
‘He was afive and cheerful, and retained bis aétivity, cheer fulnefs 
@nd powers remarkably, till he fell in the caufe of his country. 
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feventy thoufand men have been loft to the country; in battle, ik 
ficknefs, in doleful prifons and captivity, in the late dreadful war*. 
One third ’of this number, at leaft, have perifhed in captivity. _ 
Hap they furvived the dreadful confli&, how would they have 
“rejoiced in this day ? What fulnefs and brilliancy would san? have 
‘given to our affemblies upon this joyful occafion? But alas ! alas! 
they arenomore. They facrificed theit eafe, theit blood, their 
dives to their country. Can we, ¢an America ever forget them ? 
Do we not fee them falling, bleeding and pouring out their lives, 
at a thoufand woutids, upon the high places ? Or pining, languith- 
’ ing and dying, with hunger, nakednefs, oppreffion, cold and fick- 
‘nefs, in murdérous prifons and captivity! See, my brethren, fee 
your countrymen, your neighbours, your fons in their blood, in the 
alenefs anid filence of death ! See their widows in fackcloth lead» 
ing their fatherlefs train, atid verierable fathers bowed to the earth 
-with forrows, and pour out your tears withthem. O, my foul, how 
-art thou diftrefled ? How doft thou bleed for them ? Come, ye de- 
“folate widows, ye tender mothers, come, all ye daughters of forrow 
cand. weep over them. Oweep, weep, weep—for the flain of the 
“daughter‘of thy. people.: Alas! «‘ Remembering”’ our ‘‘affliftion 
“** and mifery, the wormwood and the gall ;”’ our ‘foul hath them 
“© fill in remembrance, and is humbled” within as}. ~ May the 
Gon of all grace and confolation heal ‘our breaches and reftore 
comforts to our mourners.. O ‘‘Let’”’ our ‘widows truft in” Him, 
.and ‘‘leave’’ their ‘‘fatherlefs children’’ that HE may ‘‘preferve 
them alive” yt. .,. MEE ASE nae S pame 
* Wuire we lament our thovfands and ten thoufands flain, we 
‘muft contemplate as agreat national bleffing that long and uncem- 
mon feries of health enjoyed throughout the United States. The 
plentiful increafe of the field during the years of our diftrefs, when 
our fifhery was, prohibited, our foreign trade annihilated, and when 
‘Our enemies Were burning and laying wafte our ‘cities, ftorés “and 
fruitful tra&s, demoniftrates the greatnefs and goodnefs of i 
) tee CERAM Bio 
—_e_—_—,- _ ee SS eee 
- ‘The lojs of men juftarned by the town of New-Haven, out of the 
Continental line, from among the militia, feamen and other inhabitants, 
is eftimated at 210. New-Haven is about ataventy-fourth part of 
this State 5 reckoning the Jame proportion of lafs therefore to the whole 
State, the number loft will amount to 5,040. Connecticut is efteeméd 
about a tavelfth part of the American States; reckoning, the Jame pro- 
portion of lofs ay Ae > the whole, the total amsunt will be 60,480 3 
. but New-York, New-Ferfey, and the fouthern States have doubtlefs 
Suffered a greater lofs in proportion to their numbers than. Connedticut. 
Atis therefore probable that the arhole li/s of lives is not, lefs than 
70,000. The lofs to Great-Britain, as it appears from parliamentary, 
And other accounts, is, mare than 100,000 mets. eC 
t Lament. 3. 19,200" YF Age ire > SO ee 
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How thould we'praife u1m, that to the diftrefles of war there were 
- fot added the horrors of peftilence and famine! He gave us not 
merely a competency, but in general a great abundance of the 
fruits of the earth ; fo that we have had both foodin our dwellings 
and fupplies for our armies in the field. x a 
_ AmupsvT our countlefs national mercies, we may not forget thofe 
which more particularly refpect this ftate and town, our families 
and our felves. How have we feen the excellent greatnefs and 
mighty aéts of the Lorn, in that general protection and quietnefs 
which we have enjoyed, while other ftates have been trodden down 
of armies, ravaged and almoft ruined :~In that we have enjoyed a 
Governor, in the late years of perplexity and danger, fo happi- 
iy. gualifiet for fach a day ; capable of tranfaéting bufinefs with 
uch uncommon difpatch, with fuch advantage to the ftate, and with 
fuch honour both to that and himfelf: and that his important life, 
and the lives of our chief and moft experienced rulers, have been 
preferved thro’ the ftorm, till they have conduéted us fafely into port. 
_ As this ftate hath honoured his Excertency Governor 
TRuMBULL with public truft and confidence, for above half a 
‘century, fo he hath not only done it great and effential fervices, but 
fingular honour, at home, in the army, in congrefs, throughout A- 
merica, andeven in Europe. He ftands high in the lilt ‘of the 
preat political cuaracTeRs ofthe prefentage. Indeed men who 
ve zealoufly efpoufed and watched over the liberties of their coun- 
try, ferved it with fuch ability, integrity and perfeverance, in all 
circumitances, through a long period of time, ferving Gop and their 
generation according to his will, are fingular bleffings to the world; 
ornaments to human nature, and their charatters ought ever to be 
contemplated with a peculiar refpe&t and'veneration, 
_ We with his exceLLency a happy recefs from public labours, 
a comfortable old-age, anda glorious 1mMORTALITY. 
_ Tue prefervation of this ancient, pleafant andimportant town, 
from a general conflagration, when in the utmoft danger; the {miles 
of Providence on the labours of the hufbandman, the prefent_year, 
and the general plenty with which the country abounds, proclaim 
the riches of the nivine coopwess. The revival of religion in 
fome parts of the country, the ferioufnefs and reformation which 
have been inthe college, exhibit arguments of praife. se 
“Our domeftic and perfonal enjoyments, the deliverances we have 
experienced in the day of battle, in ficknefs, andjin the various dan- 
ers and diftreffes of the late war, the ‘contineaticn ‘of oar lives, réa- 
fon and limbs, the enjoyment of health, food, raiment, friends, the 
unfpeakable bleffings of the gofpel, and fach an almoft éndlefs vari- 
ety of good things, demand our higheit praife. They exhibit the 
excellent greatnefs and goodnels of our Gop. 
~ Havine thus lebkheneeyon fome of the nighty aés of our moft 
; | gracious 
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gracious Benefaétor, to roufe and enkindle your joy, the full tide 
of which’ E.wifh to turn wholly into a pious channel, that Gop in 
all'things may be glorified, I proceed ne daa 
I.’ ‘To thow, very concifely indeed, what is implied in praifing 
Gop in’a right‘manner for his gréatnefs and glorious works. ~~ 
_ Tx1s implies that we believe his univerfal providence, that * his 
kingdom” indeed “ ruleth over all” : That ne planteth the nati- 
ons and plucketh them up, and truly faith, “I form the light and 
* create darknefs : I make peace, and create evil: I the Lorp 
*« do all thefe things’*. | We mutt be fenfible that every good and 
perfect gift is from Him. If we do not believe his being, and that 
the wonderful works which ‘take place, in the world, are-his migh- 
ty als, we never can praife ur for them. 23 
_ Ir implies alfo that we love u1™ fupremely, as moft great and 
Slorious in himfelf, that we think moft honourably of n1™, rejoice 
in his fapreme dominion, infinite glory and bleffednefs, in his word 
and works ; that we defire to be like 1M, to honour and enjoy 
urn for ever. It implies that we truftin u1M, and not only defire 
to praife ur ourfelves, but that all people, all creatures in heave 
and earth, fhould praife n1m. Gon is principally honoured “tnd 
praifed by the love, holy affections and. defires of his people’: by 
their giving u1™ their hearts. Indeed without this, men do not trué 
ly praife wim at all: sap es te Stee i sare ean 
“ ‘Tars alfo comprifeth in it a proclaiming’ of the divine honours 
with ourlips ; the making of a profeffion of the chriftian religion, 
and the acknowledgment of Gon as our Gop ; fpeaking moft ho- 
nourably of his names, ordinances, word and works. We mutt blefs 
his glorious name, pray to and praife iim, in the clofet, in the fa- 
jnily, and in his houfe, upon aft profier action: finging his praifes 
with glad hearts, animated with the noble principles of faith and love: 
‘Praistnc Gop alfo implies our living, as well as fpeaking, ‘his 
praife. That we. have refpeét unto ail his commandments, and ho- 
four H1M in-all the ways of his appointment. * It implies true’ re- 


pane for fin, breaking it off by righteoufnefs and our iniquities - 


y turning to the Lory. <«* The goodnefs of Gon leadeth thee 
‘< to repentance” f. Faith, love and gratitude purify the heart and 
are produétive of holy living. If, like Lfrael of old, we fing the 
praifés of Gop and foon forget his works, we thall by no means ho- 
nour, but greatly diffonour u1M, When men live in a courfe of 
fia they de!pife rather than praife Gop. 

Prarsine #1M according to his excellent. GREATNESS, and 
for his mighty ac'rs, fuppofeth that’ we obtain a lively fenfe of the 
greatnefs and glory of his majzsTy, of his worthinets “of the love 
and praife of earth and heaven, and that we recelle& as far as pof- 
fible the wonderful things which we hath done forus.  Ifwe have 
; AR, 3 : . not 
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not fome practical fenfe of his greatnefs and of his innumerable mere. 
cies, we cannot praife nrm for them. It alfo implies, that we 
praife Him in the’ higheft manner poffible, with all the heart. 
‘© Great is the Lorp and greatly to be praifedt”. It is impoffi- 
ble to praife wim ftri@ly according to his excellerit greatnefs ; for 
he is exalted above all blefiing and praife. But creatures fhould 
praife iM to the utmoft of their capacities. “ Blefs the Lorn; 

O my foul ; and all that is within me, blefs his holy name. 
** Blefs the Lorp, O my foul, and forget not all his benefits”. 
Tn this noble duty we fhould be continually employed, at all times, 
in ‘all places and -circumftances.. ‘* I will blefs the Lop at all 
‘© times, his praife fhall continually bein my mouth’§. . ” 
* Thave now briefly fketched out fo you the crratwess-and migh- 
ty acts of the Lorb,-efpecially as they have been difplayed in the 
wonderful things which he hath‘ done . us and our fathers, and 
have fuggefted our’ obligations thence arifing to praife nim for 
thofe glorious works, and in fome meafure according ta his excel- 
fent GREATNESS. te 

To this, with all our powers, we are now to addrefs and ftir up 
ourfelves, by fome application of the fibje@. = 
__Is Gop infinitely great, the comprehenfiow of all perfection and 
bleffednefs, hath he done fuch wOnderfi things for die Ghicch: for 
our fathers and for us, we aré taught to love and fear Him fupreme- 
ly. Whom fhould we love with all our heart, but H1m, who is the 


_"PERFECTION Of BrauTY ? Whom fhould we fear but the King 


‘of nations, who planted the heavens, and hath made the fea and the 
‘fountains of water ? With what. propriety is it written, «« Let all 
“ee the earth fear the Lorp ; let all the inhabitants of the world 
“ ftand in awe of wim’’*, With what profound and holy reve- 
‘rence fhould we rejoice before u1M to-day ? Love H1M, and rejoice 


‘in x1M, and in his goodnefs with all our hearts? . 


Our fubje& teacheth us, that He isa moft glorious obje& of our 


‘trait and worthip 3 worthy to be praifed, worthy of Gur intire con~ 
' ‘fidence. That to Him we may fafely commit our country, the » 


church, our fouls and all our dear interefts, in time, and through e= 
ternity. ene : ; a 
- AGatN, our fubje& proclaims the infinite worth ofhis favour ; 


the bleffednefs of that people, of that man whofe Goo is the Lorn. 


** His favour is life.”’ If Gop ‘be for us, who can be againft us||’” ? 

Ciearty alfo are we taught the dreadfulnefs of his wrath; and 
the tremendous condition of thofe, who by their impenitence, tn- 
belief and ingratitude, make u1™M their eternal enemy. . Alas ! for 


‘them, when ne who created the heavens and laid the foundations 


of the earth ; H£ who builds and plucks up the nations, at his plea- 


- FurTHER. 
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Furruer, does he perform all the mighty acts of creation and 
providence, are all things of, and through uM, then furely to Him 
only is due all honour, thankfgiving and praife, both for his effen- 
tial greatnefs and glory, and for his ** wonderful works to the chil- 
“« dren of men”. We owe »1M our whole felves, all that we have 
ercanbe. We owe himagreat, an endlefs tribute of love, thank{- 
giving, praife and obedience. We owe 1m all the honour of {a- 
Ving us, in our low eftate, of caufing us to rife into the importance 
Of FREE, SOVEREIGN and INDEPENDENT States, andof the blef- 
fings of an honourable Peace. To wim is due all the glory of 
CREATION, of the PRESERVATION of all things, of the glorious 
work of REDEMPTION, of the falvation of the church in all ages . 
and.places ; of planting, increafing’and defending it in America ; 
of all the bleflings beftowed upon our worthy anceftors and upon us 
their pofterity ; nay, the glory’of all the goodn the univerfe, in 
heaven, in earth, in time an hat, eternity. To uim, who is 
‘infinite in perfection, who performeth all things, is all glory due. 

In thefe views every thing unites its influence to wake us up, to 
wake up all the inhabitants of the United States to afcribe all blef- 
fing, and thankfgiving, and praife to his glorious name.—To en- 
gage them to repent, believe the gofpel, and to become indeed re- 
‘conciled to Gop through Jesus Curist, that {0 a foundation may 
be laid for their praifing n1™M for his mighty acts and according 
to his excellent Greatness, both now and forever, >. 

TuEse views of Gop alfo, while our hearts overflow with gra- 
‘titude, and our lips proclaim his. praifes, naturally excite us, with 

the greateft earneftnefs, to feek of Him the-pardon of all our offen- 
ces, and his bleffing upon this independent, rifing Rrpusiic ;—- 
That ue would ** give wifdom and unanimity to our public coun- 
«* cils,——cement all our citizens in the bonds of affection ,—infpire 
- ‘© them with an earneft regard for the national honour and inte- 
*© reft,—enable them to improve the days of profperity by every 
se od work, and to be lovers of peace and tranquillity,”"—That 
«* he would comfort all”? our ‘* wafte places, and make”’ our “ wil- 
~€© dernefs like Eden, and’’ our ‘* defert like the garden of the 
«« Lorp,” caufe ‘a little one” to becomea thoufand, and a 
_© f{mallone a great nation ;”°—-That az, who planteth the nations, 
and ** maketh peace in his high places,”” ea grant us his conti- 
nual {miles and almighty frets giving us everlafling PEACE. 
= are now feparated from Great-Britain, and become a dif- 

> tin@-and independent republic. .She hath for ever renounced aji 
. wight and claim ta the thirteen United States. O Britain, the 
— land of cur forefather’s fepulchres, how flrong was the af- 
tion, how great the loyalty which once united ys to thee |! How 
havewe rejoiced in thy happinefs and glory !—In thy patriot kin zs 
growing empire! How have we prayed for thy Reese! 

- Prayed 
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Prayed that.thine heart might be towards us, and that, united to 
thee, we might fit for ever under thy fhadow ! But thou haft{purn- 
ed us from thee. Thou haft deluged our country in blood; thoa 
haft caft fire into our fanétuaries*, turned our pleafant places into 

a 


* ds the royal army began tbe war with murder, burning and rapine, 
in their expedition to Lexington and Concord, fo.they continued it; mark» 
ing their route, in every ftate, with barbarity and favage ceeehatien 
In the State of Maffachujetts they burnt Charlefown, Fune 17th, 1775 
It was large, handfome and well built, both with rejpe to its public 
and private edifices; contained 400 awelling-houfes, with a great ma- 
ny other valuable buildings. The next OGober, (O&.18,) they burnt 
Falmouth ; confifting of'about 130 daweilling-houfe, 278 ftores and ware- 
houfes, having a large new church, anew elegant court boufe, and pub- 
lic library. “Befides thefe buildings which were burat, many others 
were damaged. : eae om B 

Ox new year’s day, Fan..1, 1776, Dunmore, with his troops, burnt 
the city of Norfolk, in Virginia; the annual rent of the buildings, 
‘evbich were reduced to = Ps was eftimated at 10,000 pounds, and the 
whole lofs piled by this conflagration, was computed to be 300,000 
pounds. The burning, plundering, barbarity and devaftation of Pre- 

wo, Cornwallis, and Arnold afterwards, in the fouthern States, 
were almoft incredible. It has been thought that, firft and laft, they 
plundered thofe States of a millionand an om of property. 
In 1777, March 234, the enemy burnt Peek’s Kill, April 27th, 
Danbury, and O&ober 25th, Efapus.- They Jpread defolation the fame 
year through the vahole county of Weft-Chefter, and through many pla- 
-cesin New-Ferfey.. The committee appointed by Congrefs to enquire in- 
ta the condudt of the enemy in 1777, in their report Jays ‘© The whole 
** trad? of the Britifh army is marked with dejolation, anda wanton 
“© deftrudtion-of property, particularly through Weft-Chefter county in 
«© the State oP eru-York, the towns of Newark, Elixabeth-Town,, 
© Woodbridge, Brunfwick, Kington, Princteton and Trenton, in New~ 
Ferfey.”’ At this time, and afterwards, befides private dwellings, 
“the meeting houfe, court houfe and barracks were burnt at Elizabeth- 
Town ; and Spring field and Weftfield were alfo burnt. 

In Conneéticut, the enemy plundered New-Haven, July 55 17795 

Lurning a number of dwelling-bhoufes and frores ; on the gthy they 

. plundered and burnt Fairfield, and on the 12th, Norwalk underwent 
the Jame fiery deftrudtion. September 1781, New-London was partly 
burnt. Bedford, in the State of Maffachufetts ; Sufquehannah 5 and 
the towns and fettlements in Tryon county, in the State of New-York, 
have been fubjeed to the fame deftrudtion. About 13 or 14. houfes of” 
public worfaip, I fuppofe, have been burnt, and others have been great- 
ly damaged and treated with the utmof} contempt. The commmitiee of 
Congre/s fay in their report, ** Places and things, which from, ae 
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proportion to the whole fate, the number will amount to 2 3040. 
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& wildernets, and filled our country with widows and fatherle chil: 
drent. - ‘Thy madnefs and the will of heaven have for sidden our 
union. We now therefore bid thee a folemn, an eternal agen 
as no eee ‘ eo 4 2 ‘ sae “- ees ter 
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€* pablic nature and general utility foould bawe been fpared, by a ciwi- 
“lined people, have been defrroyed or plundered, or both. But above 
© all places of worfbip, winifters and other religious perfons of Jome 
** particular proteftant denominations, feem to have been treated with 
<* the moftrancorous hatred, and at the fame time ewith the highsp 
“© “comtempt.”” — They not only murdered our captives, by Sigering them 
toftarve, freeze, and endure every diftrefsin their prifons and prifon~ 
foips, but they murdered cur inhabitants ‘avho fill into their hands, 
in. cool blood. — The ccmmiittee above mentioned fay, ** Officers wound= 
“ted and difabled, Jome of them of the firft rank, have been barbarbufly 
“© mangled, or put to death. A minifter of the gofpel at Trenten, 


-“* abo neither was norhad been in arms; was maffacred in cool 


© blood, though humbly fupplicating for mércy.??- The minifter refer 
‘ved to, pee Mr. Robbe: of the Forks: of Delaware. ~~~ ae 


Had it not been for fome very kind and moft feafonable interpofitions 


a Providence, their cruelty and depredations would, probably, have 
een much greater than they were. It was reported, and the general 
opinion of the people, beforethe battle of Princeton, that the enemy de- 
Signed to give no quarter ; but the defeat of their troops, and the mak- 
sing a number of them captives, induced them to treat the Americans, 
in captivity, with lefs barbarity. The diverfion made by the attack 
-on Stony=Point, ebich was carried ew*th the moft fingular beroi/m, 
feud inhand, by the Americans, Fuly 16th, 1779, and the critical 
fate of Penobjiot at that junure, doubtlefi, prevented the further 
plundering and burning of the towns in this fate. ae 

What a miferable people foould we have been, had fuch an enemy 
finally prevailed ! How foould this confideration ferve to incréafe our 


“gratitude to the great Author of good, and engage us to live to his glory ! 


4.43 widows were made in one day by Arnolds maffacre, at Fort- 


: Crafebeli and 161 fatherle/s children under 21 years of age. About 


60 have been made in New-Haven, by the war + reckoning the or 


Sada’ 
reckon a proportionate number to all the States inthe union, the whale 


| ainount will be 245480 widows. Eftimating three children to a widow, 


the-number of fatherlefs-children will amount to 3,440. Where Thave 


* been able to get the exacé number of Satherle/s children, there have been 
about four children to a wideav, at a medium. 


Upon this eftimaticn, 
the number of fatherlefs children made by the war would be 973920. 
Thewvidows and fatherle/s are more numerous in the Juithern States than 


“in this. Tauenty or thirty are fometimes to be found in a fmall village. 
* How dregdful-are the ravages and defolation of war! Whar aniniat- 
vebthaiikjgizings do we ce to GOD Sor the bleffings of peace! 


(OS ee —— 
After all aur wrongs we with thee not to be extirpated from ey: g 


the nations. May heaven give thee repentance, wath thee 
blood-guiltinefs, and blot out thy crimes. We love mankind, we 
love the friends of liberty and of human nature, efpecially our bre-. 
threw in Carist Jesus, wherever they dwell. . While America 
therefore enjoys peace with all other nations and feeks their good, 
bi the have peace with thee and feek thine alfo. Seen 
EING now a feparate, independent nation, it becomes us with 
one heart and foul to build itup ;—To cultivate union and harmony 
among ourfelves, to ftrengthen the hands of government 5 “punétu- 
ally to perform our public contratts, to promote indufiry, frugality 
and all the focial virtues ;—To difcountenance and put away all 
fin, and to praétife univerfal righteoufnefs and goodneis. 
~"Phefe ate the things which will build us up; make_us great’ang 
honourable. ‘* Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation’”*. + = © 

PeneTraTen with a fenfe of the infinite glories of the divine 
Mayjesry, and with a fenfe of his mighty acrs, efpecially to- 
wards us, Jet us fummon all our powers, and withone moft anima- 
ted, great and united effort arife to praife and blefs his name for all ° 
his goodhefs. Praife u1M in your heatts, by loving “1M fupreme- 
ly, conftantly and for ever. Praife a1m with your lips, blefling his 
fame * at all times,” finging unto nim,” {peaking “* of the glo- 
“« ty of his Kingdom,” talking: ‘¢ of his power and of all his won- 
«© drous works’t. Praife Him in your lives, by a confcientious, 
uniform, perfevering obedience to his whole will. O praife Him 
who is the uncreated, immutable, infinite fource of all perfection, 
beauty and bleffednefs. Praife my for his mighty acts, and ac- 
cording to his excellent creaTNess. Pyaife nim, who fpreadia- 
broad - heavens and laid the foundation of the earth ;—who form- 
ed this mighty continent, and in the days of eternity appointed it to 
be the inheritance of our fathers and of their pofterity. . Praife nrm_ 
who hath proteéted them, and us, from their firft fettlements unto 
this day ;—who < difappointeth the devices of the crafty, fo that 
*« their hands cannot perform their enterprife ;” ‘« taketh them 
<¢ in their own Craftinefs,”? and carrieth the coun‘el of the froward 
<* headlong’’§. Praife u1m who hath flain mighty men, deliver- 
ed great generals and armies into our power, made us a nation,” 
and given us the prefent glorious prace. O give thanks unto 
HIM, who hath given us all the bleflings of life; the public, pri- 
vate, fpiritual and’ temporal bleilings, of the prefent year, and of 
this joyful day. : 

Lz? all the glory and goodnefs of Gop, increation, and pro- 
vidence, in the work of redemption, in the falvation of America, 
and in the whole courfe of our lives, as far as poflible, be brought 
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into view to kindle up our love, and to awake in us the higheft 
fenfe of gratitude, thankfgiving and praife. Can we contemplate 
all this greatnefs, glory and goodnefs, and not feel our obligations 
to be an holy people ? And not love the Lor our Gop, and cleave 
‘unto HIM with all our hearts and with all our fouls ? Can America 
be guiltlefs if, under the enjoyment of all this mercy, fhe lives in 
unthankfulnefs and impenitence ? Be it our concern therefore to 
render according to the mercies which we have received. O let 
eur fouls blefs the Lor p, and all that is within us “ blefs his holy 
* name.” ** Blefsthe Lorp, O” our fouls, ‘* and forget-not all 
«* his benefits’”*. O America, praife the Lorp. Praife u1M all 
ye people : «* Praife ye nim, all his angels: Praife ye HIM all 
<¢ his hofts. Praife x1m fun and moon: Praife nim all ye ftars 
¥¢ of light’”’+. 


** Onearth join all ye creatures to extol 
« Hi firft, aim laft, aim midft, and without end.” 


« Let every thing that hath breath praife the Lorp. Praife 
*« ye the Lorp’’f. AM E N. 


_ * Pfalm 103. 1,2. + Pfalm 148. 2, 3. bt Pfalm 150. 6. 
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